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which, if you guard not your senses, will lead you into
destruction."                                                             5

LXVII. THE CRUEL CRANE OUTWITTED.

A tailor who used to make robes for the brother-
hood was wont to cheat his customers, and thus prided
himself on being smarter than other men. But once,
on entering upon an Important business transaction
with a stranger, he found his master In fraudulent prac-
tices, and suffered a heavy loss.                                 1

And the Blessed One said : This is no Isolated in-
cident In the greedy tailor's fate ; in other Incarnations
he suffered similar losses, and by trying to dupe others
ultimately ruined himself.                                          2

This same greedy character lived many generations
ago as a crane near a pond, and when the dry season
set in he said to the fish with a bland voice : "Are you
not anxious for your future welfare? There is at pres-
ent very little water and still less food In this pond.
What will you do should in this drought the whole
pond become dry?"                                                  y

'l Yes, indeed," said the fish, < < what should we do ? "4

Replied the crane: "I know a fine, large lake,
which never becomes dry. Would you not like to be
carried to that place In my beak ? " When the fish be-
gan to distrust the honesty of the crane, he proposed
to have one of them sent over to the lake to see it;
and one of them, a big carp, at last decided to take
the risk for the sake of the others, and the crane car-
ried him to a beautiful lake and brought him back in
safety. Then all doubt vanished, and the fish gained
confidence in the crane, and now the crane took the
fish one by one out of the pond and devoured them on
a big varana-tree.                                                      5